
Example of resetting password and router configuration  
Attach a terminal or PC with terminal emulation (such as Putty)  to the console port of the router. Use the 
following terminal settings:  

9600 baud rate  
No parity  
8 data bits  
1 stop bit  
No flow control 

Power cycle router and hit control-break key during router 
bootup. Type in the following commands when prompted.  

 
rommon 1 > confreg 0x2142 

 
rommon 2 > reset 
 
 
Would you like to enter the initial configuration dialog? 
[yes/no]: n 
 
Press RETURN to get started! 
 
Router>enable 
Router#erase startup-config 
Router#configure terminal 
Router(config)#config-register 0x2102 
Router(config)#^Z 
Router#show version 
Configuration register is 0x2142 (will be 0x2102 at next 
reload) 
Router# 

 
Power cycle router 



 

 

Step-by-Step Procedure for resetting password and 
router configuration. 

1. Attach a terminal or PC with terminal emulation to the console port of the router. 
Use the following terminal settings:  

9600 baud rate  
No parity  
8 data bits  
1 stop bit  
No flow control 

2. Using the power switch, turn off the router and then turn it back on.  
3. Press Control-Break on the terminal keyboard within 60 seconds of the power-

up to put the router into ROMMON.  
4. Type confreg 0x2142 at the rommon 1> prompt to boot from Flash without 

loading the configuration.  
5. Type reset at the rommon 2> prompt.  

The router reboots but ignores its saved configuration. 

6. Type no after each setup question or press Ctrl-C to skip the initial setup 
procedure.  

7. Type enable at the Router> prompt. You'll be in enable mode and see the 
Router# prompt. 

8. Type erase startup-config at the Router#prompt 
9. Type configure terminal  

The prompt is now hostname(config)#. 

10. Type config-register 0x2102  
11. Press Ctrl-z or end to leave the configuration mode. The prompt is now 

hostname#. 
12. power cycle router 
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